Panel Focuses On South St. Louis 

As Scene Of Plot To Kill Br. ISng 


WASHINGTON — The House Assassi- 
nations iCommittee is focusing on a small 
group of south St. Louis segregationists 
— most of them now dead — m its 
investigation of the murder of the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, committee 
sources say. 

Committee investigators say the group 

may have been the link between James 
Earl Ray, who pleaded guilty ol the 
murder, and a St. Louis lawyer who may 
have wanted King killed. 

Committee sources say they consider 
this avenue of investigation the most 
promising explanation of a conspiracy 
theory in the assassination of the civil 
rights leader in Memphis in April 1968. 
But they acknowledge That thus far they 
have little hard evidence to prove it 

The theory revolves around St Louis 
members of the Citizens Council and the 
George Wallace for President rampaitm 
of 1968. Investigators have learnmi 
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Louis man involved with him in several 
right-wing groups conveying a money 
offer for King’s murder. At the time the 
man was canvassing businesses in the 
neighborhood of the Grapevine for the 
Wallace campaign. 

The committee’s theory is that the 
man could have mentioned the offer to 
John Larry Ray, who could have passed 
it Jon to his brother. John larry Ray 
denied to the Post-Dispatch that any 
such proposal wasmade. Sutherland and 
the other man are dead. 

Gordon Baum, of St. Louis, field 


He accused the committee of 
systematicpnrge ofaight-wnggroimsan 
SL Louis.” 

The committee has held hearings im 
the King assassination and plans to 
continue them; in November. The panel 
has heard testimony from Russell G 
Byers of Rock Hill that Sutherland and ' 
another man offered him .550,1)00 in 1967 
to arrange for Kuig’smntder.Syerssaid : 
he turned down Hie offer. 

Investigators helievethat .Suthpriana 
then contacted his acquaintance with Hie 
Wallace campaign, who was canvassing 
around the Grapevine. , 

Thexommittee also haslearnrilthat* 
woman who was a top official Of the 
Citizens Council and the Wallace 
paign lived m the 2100 blot* of «W »t ' 
Street, within 100 yards of thh tjrane- 
vine. - " , 


members of those groups lived and 
worked in the vicinity of -the former 
Grapevine Tavern in the 1900 block of 
Arsenal Street The tavern, which went 
out of business in December 1968, was 
•operated by John Larry Ray, a brother 
of James Earl Ray. 

Investigators believe that' John H. 
Sutherland, a St. Louis patent lawyer 


subpoenaed to testify before the commit- 
tee, and son 


Baum, who was active in the work of 
the council and the Wallace campaign in 
1968,-confinned in an Interview that the 
committee appeals to be ■snutinizing 
persons who were connected with both 
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The woman, who also Is dead 
had planning meetings of the two grams . 
at her home. The Wallace canvasserwas 
a good friend -of hers and together toe Z 
two shouldered most of the Tesponsibfli- - 
ties of the Wallace state headquarters. • 
The woman generally tan toe office - 
tmar Gravois Avenue' and Moigan&rd 
See KING, Page 12 
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»Rpad, in the day and the man ran it at 
slight- 

■ -John Ray acknowledged in an inter- 
“Sew^Friday that he had often gone to 
-this headquarters to pick up Wallace 
. literature for himself and friends, but 
rsaid he did mot remember meeting the 
troan or the woman there or anywhere 

• -‘ else. - 

5 Be said he 'recalled seeing Wallace 
jisigns on the woman’s home down the 
^street from the tavern, but did mot 
^remember going in the house. He said 
iJhat Wallace workers who had been at 
••the house often icame into his tavern, but 
Said he could not remember their names. 
JJle said he did not Temember to whom he 
#had given his contribution for the Wal- 
Jjatee campaign. ; 

* Ray said he had never been proposi- 
tioned on the King assassination by 
ijanytmefte met in the Wallace campaign. 

Z committee believes that the Wal- 
sSflace Canvasser may have conveyed an 
goffer from Sutherland to Say for these 
ifjpasDns, sources say: . 

;* iShe man, an engineer, had a -cordial 
^relationship with Sutherland. Both were 
IJgetive not only .in the Citizens Council 
•^aad the Wallace campaign but also in the 
2 JolinBirch Society. 

i Themanrwas one -of the most radical 
^participants in the Citizens Council meet- 
. ;$iugs. He often, brought right-wing movies 
^showing blacks rioting in the streets. He 
ifwould make provocative speeches Iink- 
jlng blacks and Communists and urging 
iMs Jisteners.to.take action to stop them, 
i* -Agiolice source who attended some of 
lithEmeetings described him as a shrewd, 
cwelh e d ncat ed -man who knew how to 
-'gmanipiilateaxnowfl. 

> .Sutherland was the driving force be- 
fih&rtthe Jramationin 1964 of the Citizens 
^Council in .3t. Louis, a race-oriented 
• ^organization -opposing civii rigblslaws. 

was its first-president. In 1968 he was 
^active m the Wallace campaign, serving 


as an elector. 

Some Citizens Council members told 
the Post-Dispatch that they did not 
-believe that Sutherland was well ac- 
quainted with the man and woman who 
ran the Wallace office. 


^he first meeting td the councH was 
Oct 10, 1964 m the Electrical Workers 
Hall on Elizabeth Avenue. Sutherland 
presided and 125 attended. A news 
account says Sutherland condemned Hie ; 
Supreme Court and Congress for deseg- 
regation actions. j 

At the. second meeting, Sutherland j 
brought his friend Thurman Sensing to j 
town to speak. Sensing was executive ! 
director of the Southern States industrial ! 
Council on which Sutherland served as I 
.board member. The group, now called 1 
the United States Industrial Council, ! 
opposed civil rights laws m addition to 
lobbying for industry legislation. 

Sensing was an ultra-conservative who i 
said in a speech after King wasassassi- ! 
nated that the resulting rioting was the 
civil rights leaders fault. 

Weil known segregationists Sheriff 
James G, Clark of Selma, Ala., -and 
Lester Maddox of Georgia, followed 
Sensing to town to speak to the CounciL 


Baum says that Sutherland began 
dropping out of Citizens Council affairs 
in 1965, but committee sources say he 
was still deeply involved. 

A police intelligence source .supports 
Baum’s versian-The initial meeting of 
the Council inl964 hadbeen composed of 
middle-and tipper-class persons, the .po- 
licemen said, but by 1967 and 1968 most 
of the membership was working class. 
Sutherland did not feel as comfortable 
with this crowd, he said. 

But Sutherland was deeply involved in 
the Wallace campaign in 1968. Most of 
the top positions m the Missouri Wallace 
campaign were held by Citizens Council 
members, some of whom also were 
members of the Birch Society. 




